
Miriam Makeba's appearances in movies and on TV
year title role comment

2003 Amandla! A

Revolution In

Four-Part Harmony

Herself documentary movie by Lee Hirsch about the part of music in the struggle 
against Apartheid in South Africa; with Hugh Masekela and others

1997 Mama Herself movie by Veronique Patte Doumbé from Cameroon with Miriam Makeba and 
her grand daughter Zenzi Lee in exile, on journey and at home in Southafrica

1996 When We

Were Kings

Herself documentary movie by Leon Gast about the preliminaries of the world 
championship fight Ali-Foreman in Kinshaza, Zaire in 1974; with Muhammad 
Ali, George Foreman, Norman Mailer and many others

1995 Christmas At

The Vatican

Herself TV-film (by whom ?) on her private audience with Pope John Paul II.
and her christmas performance at the Vatican

1992 Sarafina Angelina musical documentary movie by Darrell James Roodt about the brave 
township children in South Africa; with Whoopi Goldberg, Lelethi Khumalo

1991 The Bill Cosby Show Herself Episode Nb. 186: "Olivia Comes Out Of The Closet"

1990 The Frontline Festival Herself no details to be found where and by whom this concert movie was shot; 
besides Miriam Makeba, Johnny Clegg was on the festival bill

1989 Voices Of Sarafina Angelina ? musical documentary movie by Nigel Noble about the brave township 
children in South Africa; with Lelethi Khumalo and others

1987 Exiles Herself no details to be found on this documentary film by Faith Isikapere



1987 Graceland Herself documentary movie by Richard McLaren about the two Graceland tour 
concerts in Harare, Zimbabwe with Paul Simon, Hugh Masekela and 
Ladysmith Black Mambazo
(fortunately the movie was shot before Miriam Makeba injured both her 
ankles during that tour)

19?? Bongo Man Herself musical documentary movie by Steven Paul; with Jimmy Cliff, Bob Marley 
and other acts of Reggae music

1962-67 US TV-Shows Herself The Ed Sullivan Show ( 1962 / 65 / 67), The Hollywood Palace (1964 / 
65), Hootenanny (1963)

1956/59 Come Back Africa Herself movie by Lionel Rogosin about the life conditions of black people under the 
South African Apartheid in the 1950s
(According to one source work on the movie was begun in 1956 but it is not 
said when it was finished. In 1959 it was taken to the public in Europe and 
from there to the world. So usually 1959 is given as the release year)

1955 ? Have You Seen

Drum Recently?

Herself documentary movie by Jürgen Schadeberg about the famous South African 
print magazine "Drum" in the 1950s
("Drum" had Miriam Makeba on the front cover of one issue in 1955; have a 
look into the gallery)
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